CHAPTER IV
GEORGE IIL'S SONS

George IV. : 1820-1830
William IV.: 1830-1837

OUEEN CHARLOTTE HATED St James's Palace: to her it was a cheer-
less place, more like a prison than a home. But convention decreed that the
king's children should be born in London ; and at the end of July 1762,
the royal household removed from the pleasant countryside of Richmond to a
London in which raged a terrible epidemic of influenza. On I2th August the
queen was safely delivered of a son; and Londoners made holiday when the
bells of the city's churches pealed out the glad news. Wiseacres said that the
baby was born with a golden spoon in his mouth : his birth had coincided with
the arrival in the capital of the bullion found in the hold of the captured
Hermione; and as the crowds met in the streets to discuss "the interesting event"
they watched great carts carrying the gold to the vaults of the Bank of England.
When the baby was a fortnight old he was christened. The service took place
in a private room in the palace ; and the officiating minister, Archbishop Seeker
of Canterbury, was exceedingly proud of the fact that he had also christened
and married the happy father. The customary reception took place a day or two
later. The queen received a select company of the great lords and ladies of the
land, propped up in her bed, which was carried for the occasion into the Drawing-
Room. The visitors were allowed to have a peep at the baby; and to prevent
any of them touching him his cradle was protected by " a Chinese fence.11
Charlotte was inordinately proud of her first-born. She had his little body
modelled in wax, and " the work of art " (so contemporaries described it) was
placed in a glass case which for long years reposed on the queen's dressing-table.
George III. was particularly anxious that his children should be well brought
up, and that they should enjoy the dignity which belonged to their exalted
stations. When the baby George was three he was made a Knight of the Garter ;
and four years later a formal reception was held in his honour. He was on that
occasion dressed in a toga " according to the Roman custom; " and was
supported by his brother Frederick Duke of York, and sister Charlotte Princess
Royal. The king's enemies thought fit to ridicule that reception; and one of
the cartoonists in their pay depicted the aristocracy of the land, paying its

respects to a little Prince of Wales busily engaged in flying a kite!
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